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lusted. The men who ruled it were acutely conscious
of the danger involved in this decline of excitement
and amusement suitable to cultivated and masculine
minds ; and their efforts to meet it led directly to
their overthrow, by tempting them to provide the
French public with distractions of a higher order,
through adventurous diplomacy and war. There are,
again, good observers who trace the political inse-
curity of Russia, the aggressiveness of her govern-
ment abroad, and the wild attempts on it at home,
to the general dulness of Russian life during peace.
Englishmen would find it almost impossible to con-
ceive what would compensate them for the with-
drawal of the enthralling drama which is enacted
before them every morning and evening. A cease-
less flow of public discussion, a throng of public
events, a crowd of public men, make up the spectacle.
Nevertheless, in our country at all events, over-
indulgence in what has no doubt become a passion
with elevated minds is growing to be dangerous*.
For the plot of the performance which attracts such
multitudes turns, now-a-days, almost always on the
fortunes of some legislative measure. The English
Parliament, as has been said, legislated very little until
fifty years since, when it fell under the influence of
Bentham and his disciples. Ever since \the first
Reform Act, however, the volume of legislation has
been increasing, and this has been very much\ owing